
THE POWER OF THE 
PRINTED WORD IN PRISON

A single book is read by 30 people 
and takes about 8 hours to read

(30 x 8 = 240 hours).
There are 65 books per box
(65 x 30 = 1950 people and 

1950 x 8 = 15,600 man hours).
So just one $25 box of books does 
the work of one person working 
full time, one-on-one for seven 

and a half years, without a 
vacation!
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Serving 2,000+ Facilities

Still more than 900 

facilities on the waiting list

Prayer Needs

For the prisoners who read

For the chaplains

For our servicemen and women 
in harms way

·

·

·

·

More financial support

Message from Ray Hall, Director
This year we celebrate the completion of twenty one years of Prison 
Book Project. We began the ministry in August1994 with an initial goal 
of placing 1,000 books into the local Brevard County Jail. In 2007, we 
were doing about 150 facilities; in 2015, the count is over 2,000.

There have been about a dozen times that I thought we were doomed 
and would not survive. Every time, God has provided a miracle; and we 
not only survived, but grew even larger. The miracles were never early, 
but always just late enough to cause me considerable perspiration. 
Being “on time” is considered late by a planner like me. I guess that is 
what it’s really all about – faith. God is continually testing my faith. I 
have seen hundreds of miracles, but still my faith is shaky. I think that 
I’m getting better, but then something happens that sends me back to 
worrying again. It does seem that I have improved a little over the 
years, but still need more assurance by witnessing another miracle. It’s 
like “daily manna”. We need it every day, twice on Friday.

A lot of people are wringing their hands about the moral decline of 
America. It seems that daily, we go deeper into unbelievable insanity. 
Government at every level seems to have lost their minds. Just today, it 
was disclosed that American Taxpayers (through Planned Parenthood) 
are harvesting and selling body parts of murdered (aborted) babies. 
Can we get more depraved? Yes we can, and will. The Devil hates 
God’s creation and wants to destroy it. Our faith is being tested. If our 
moral standards fall, that’s an indicator that our faith in God has failed. 
Do we really think that God will not judge evil? The snake in the 
Garden tried to convince Adam and Eve that God was just kidding. Is 
he doing it again? Have we bought the lie? Are we about to be banished 
from Paradise?

This I know for certain; God is not dead, God has never lied, God will 
judge every nation and every individual. Every promise that God has 
made will be kept. If “the end” is coming, we don’t need to wring our 
hands; we need to be busy with the harvest. We should not worry, we 
should work. Every soul that we do not reach will meet a horrible fate. 
We must be wise in our presentation and not scare them away with 
disrespectful behavior, bringing wrath upon our own heads. A lamb 
that is lost does not need to be frightened with loud noises. We must use 
love to bring the lost back home to the Father. When you contribute to 
the work of Prison Book Project; you are loving the unlovable, as Jesus 
commanded.

Ray Hall

Ray Hall, Director
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Volunteer Spotlight 

Al Taylor,
Chairman of the Board 

with 
Prison Book Project

“ I  a m  j u s t  a  
person that sees a 
need in so many 
lives across this 
country and wants 
to help Prison 
Book Project meet 
that need.”

Let us introduce you to Al, a believer in Jesus Christ 
and a very critical part of our team here at Prison Book 
Project. Al is a husband, and the father of two sons and 
three grandsons. When he is not serving at Prison Book 
Project, he works as a Real Estate Agent.

Al started with PBP more than 10 years ago, when he 
was asked to come help unload a truck. One truck 
became two and then three until one day Al became 
more interested in what PBP was doing with all the 
books he was helping to unload. First, it was stamping 
books, then stocking shelves and now it’s packing 
boxes and serving as Chairman on the Board of 
Directors. Al says that when he started packing boxes, 
the reality began to sink in of the impact PBP is having 

on the lives of the prisoners that would receive, read 
and study the Bibles and books that he was helping to 
send out each week. On more than one occasion, he 
would be packing boxes and someone would walk in 
off the street and say thank you for sending books to a 
location where they had been incarcerated. They said 
that seeing the PBP red stamp in a book was a highlight 
in their day because they knew that the books with red 
stamps would build them up and encourage them.

At Prison Book Project, we are so grateful for all the 
help we receive from our many volunteers and this 
quarter we say a special thank you to Al. 

Publisher Spotlight 
We’ve decided to Spotlight one Volunteer and one 
Supporting Publisher in this and future issues of our 
Newsletter. In this issue, the Spotlight is focused on 
CROSSWAY. Crossway has been a valuable member 
of this team since 1997. We haven’t kept accurate 
numbers, but I estimate that they have provided 
between 85 and 100 tons of great material to us over 
the years. We have had several wonderful people at 
Crossway working with us during this time. There is a 
special place in Heaven for Judi West, Kate Felinski, 

Mike Vezzetti, Tim Hoffer, Karen Romanovich, Liz 
Young, and Stephen Kopalchick. We thank each and 
every one of these heroes.

“The ladies will really like these.”

THANK YOU 

CROSSWAY!
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Your help is needed to touch lives behind bars. Each box of books costs about 
$25 to mail.  Please join our team and participate with us in this important work.

q

q

_________I will give a monthly gift of  $  

_____I will sponsor  box(es) at $25 each

_________q I will give a one time  gift of  $ 

____q Please send information  brochures #

Name 
 __________________________________________________Address

________________________ _______ ____________City State Zip 
______________________ ______________________E-mail Phone  

___________________________________________________  

Please send checks or money orders to: Prison Book Project  •  P.O. Box 1146  •  Sharpes, FL 32959
(501-c-3 tax-exempt organization)

Excerpts from Prisoners’ Letters
· I’m writing to let you know that you’ve done more than 

merely donate books. You’ve donated joy, peace, 
inspiration, motivation, life changers, adventures, and 
time consumers by those consumed by time. You’ve 
donated conversation starters, stories to tell, feelings to 
share, medicine for wounded souls, and maps to the 
hidden treasures of life! Most importantly, you’ve 
donated love, and it is for that reason that this loving 
appreciation is conveyed in return. Thank you all and 
may God bless you in abundance!  CA

· Thank you so very much for sending the “Message” 
Bible ...absolutely perfect and exactly what I requested. 
Thank you also for the other books – great surprise! 
Your ministry is a light in the darkness of these walls 
and greatly appreciated. God bless you.  OH

· I received my Study Bible along with two other good 
books today. I at once said a prayer of thanks and asked 
God to bless the work you all do. I’m sure it will give me 
many years of wonderful years of service. I do wish I 
could be there to thank you all in person...My faith is 
strong and with God’s grace, mercy and hope, I may last 
longer than the state cares to think about. Again I thank 
you and I remain in His love and hope for all mankind.

· Very early in my ten-year sentence, the Holy Spirit 
opened my heart and mind to the lordship of Jesus 
Christ. Through God’s working, I have surrendered my 
life to Christ. God has set me to the task of knowing 
what I believe and why I belive it. I have craved reading 
material that would support and promote the Christ-
centered message of Biblical Christianity. I am writing 
to thank you for the books and Bibles you have donated. 
I have yet to read a book donated by you that has not 
been a real help. So again, I want to thank you for your 
ministry and please keep it up.   CO

· I would like to pass along a very great thank you for the 
books sent to our facility! We received a huge supply of 
books from you and our offenders have been reading 
them with grateful hearts. My prayer is that these 
materials will be used by God to change the hearts and 
minds of the offenders. who read them. Blessings as you 
continue to make these materials available to the 
prison population of our nation. Thank You!  MN

·  We receive numerous requests from our inmates for 
Bibles, devotionals, and other Christian books and 
material. Your material is the most frequently requested 
among our offender population and remains thus for 
the past 6 consecutive years. We would be very grateful 
for any materials your ministry may be able to provide 
which would help us to serve the needs of the inmates 
here. TX

· I want to thank you for the books that you recently sent. 
We are not privileged with any type of budget, so the 
donations that your company is able to provide are 
especially appreciated. I am always happy to receive 
material(s) that will help to spread the Word of God 
more effectively. Thank you again for all you do. May 
the Lord continue to bless you and your ministry. SC 

· We received your recent donation of books – WOW! We 
are always in desperate need for quality Christian 
reading material. It was the answer to our prayers. I am 
sure you can imagine the impact Christ can have in a 
place like this. These books will go a long way to 
teaching the inmates about the virtues of Christ and the 
hope that is alive through His grace and sacrifices. TX

· Thank you so very much for your generous donation of 
books. The whole staff is quite impressed with the high 
quality and variety of books. Your organization is doing 
wonderful work. Thank you again for your devotion 
and generosity. IL

  

More letters on website: www.prisonbookproject.org 

Feedback from Chaplains & Ministries
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One box of books 

will do 15,600 man-hours of ministry!

WHAT A BARGAIN!!!

at a cost of $25

2,000+ jails and prisons are being served by Prison Book Project. 
red pin on the map represents one or more institutions receiving books.  

Each 

Check out Prison Book Project on Facebook and
our website: www.prisonbookproject.org

Our Mission

We desire to introduce prisoners 
to a saving relationship with 
Jesus Christ, help them build a 
firm foundation of faith, and 
equip them to minister to others 
whether they remain in prison or 
are released.

“I was in prison and you came to 
Me. Truly, I say to you, as you did it 
to one of the least of these My 
brethren, you did it to Me.”

Matthew 25:36
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