
THE POWER OF THE 
PRINTED WORD IN PRISON

A single book is read by 30 people 
and takes about 8 hours to read

(30 x 8 = 240 hours).
There are 65 books per box
(65 x 30 = 1950 people and 

1950 x 8 = 15,600 man hours).
So just one $25 box of books does 
the work of one person working 
full time, one-on-one for seven 

and a half years, without a 
vacation!
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Our Mission
We desire to introduce prisoners to 
a saving relationship with Jesus 
Christ, help them build a firm 
foundation of faith, and equip 
them to minister to others whether 
they remain in prison or are 
released.

“I was in prison and you came to 
Me. Truly, I say to you, as you did it 
to one of the least of these My 
brethren, you did it to Me.”

Matthew 25:36

2013 Statistics to Date – 35 States
1,402 boxes  . . . . . . . . . 91,130 books
1,150 individual packages . 338 books
Grand Total . . . . . . . . 237,667 books

1,887 facilities on active list
926 facilities on the waiting list

Prayer Needs
For the prisoners who read

For the chaplains

For affordable permanent office 
and warehouse space

For our servicemen and women 
in harms way

·

·

·

·

Message from Ray Hall, Director
This edition of “Touching Lives” is dedicated 
to the memory of Bruce and Marian Houston. 
Both of these wonderful people were 
encouragers, supporters, and friends. We will 
miss them and the world will miss them. Their 
generous contributions of time and resources 
to the improvement of their communities is 
remarkable. Everybody who knew them has a 
story to tell about their dedication to 
improving the lives of others. Prison Book Project is not alone in reaping 
the benefits of the Houston’s drive to give of themselves. We are grateful 
to have known them and feel blessed that they were a part of our lives.

Well, it happened! God came through again! He replaced a 4,000 sq. ft. 
warehouse with a 3,750 sq. ft. warehouse, plus a 6,000 sq. ft. 
warehouse―that’s a total of nearly 10,000 sq. ft.! The local county jail 
supplied two groups of inmates and God supplied enough additional 
workers to get the whole moving job done in two days! The 6,000 sq. ft. 
facility is free until the building sells. Please keep praying. We’re okay 
for now, but the need is still with us. We have about 60 skids of books in 
that overflow building; and if it’s sold, we could have to move again in a 
hurry. For now, though, we have enough room.

We have to pay rent on the 3,750 sq. ft. building but there are several 
pluses for this facility. It’s right across the street from our distribution 
center, so we don’t have to drive two miles to restock shelves. Also, it 
doesn’t smell of mold, and the volunteers from Great Outdoors Church 
have a nicer place to stamp books. The rental price includes all utilities, 
but just remember, it ain’t free. 

God is getting ready to do some great and wonderful things. I’m not a 
prophet, but I feel it in my bones. It feels like trying to prepare for a 
coming storm; there is a sense of “need to hurry.” It may be that I’m just 
getting old and running out of time, but could it be something else?

In August we will celebrate our 19th year. It started with just my wife and 
me. Through the years, literally thousands have lent a helping hand. It is 
amazing to me how God has always provided help when it was needed. 
The number of publishers and authors who have given so generously has 
been overwhelming. I am also amazed at how many lives have been 
touched through the years. The incoming letters indicate a number far 
beyond my vision, but God is keeping an accurate count. I want to thank 
all the people who have helped and supported us through the years. You 
are the secret of our success. 

Ray Hall

Marian & Bruce Houston
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Well, It Happened!  •  The Big Move!
The changing economic times are affecting the ministry of Prison Book Project as well as most other things in 
our area. The main warehouse for donated books has been located in Miracle City Mall at no cost and greatly 
appreciated. With the closing of J.C. Penney, all the other tenants have vacated and the building will soon be 
demolished. Therefore Prison Book Project has been forced to find different warehouse space.

The Brevard County Jail provided two groups of workers, one at Miracle City Mall, removing and loading and the other receiving and 
storing at the new processing area on south U.S. #1 over-flow warehouse.

Ray Hall stands outside the 
new storage and work space.

3,750 square foot of space for storage, 
handling and stamping of books.

Prison Book Project

P.O. 1146

Sharpes, Florida 32959

Every book and piece of media that is sent out is stamped with 
the Prison Book Project name and address. This serves two 
purposes: one to identify it as a donation and two, the address 
is clearly available for inmates and prison staff to reply with 
comments and thanks to our local volunteers.
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Your help in needed to touch lives behind bars. Each box of books costs about 
$25 to mail.  Please join our team and participate with us in this important work.

q
_____I will sponsor  box(es) at $25 each

_________I will give a monthly gift of $  

q

q

q

Please continue to send the newsletter

____Please send information  brochures #

Name 
 __________________________________________________Address

________________________ _______ ____________City State Zip 
______________________ ______________________E-mail Phone  

___________________________________________________  

Please send checks or money orders to: Prison Book Project  •  P.O. Box 1146  •  Sharpes, FL 32959
(501-c-3 tax-exempt organization)

Excerpts from prisoner’s letters
· I found your stamp on the inside of a book. I am 

serving a 21-year sentence for armed robbery, in max 
custody and on 23-hour lock down. If you could send 
any books, that would be great. Thank you and 
everyone who works there. God bless your efforts. AZ

· I just received a wonderful surprise today during mail 
call. I heard my name. I knew I was hearing things 
because I never get mail. So I listened to everyone 
else’s name get called out ...at the end the dorm officer 
calls out “last call” and my name.” All I could say 
was, “No way!” I said, “Did I do something wrong?” 
He laughs, “No, this came for you” and sets down a 
beautiful Bible and a book. The book “Gifts of 
Freedom” is great, but the Revival Study Bible is 
nothing shy of stunning. It’s truly magnetic. My eyes 
are not so good anymore, but I can read the larger 
font type much easier and it is aranged in such a way 
that I can interpret the schriptures so easily that I 
can’t stop reading! Hense the phrase “magnetic.” 
I’m drawn to my gifts from YOU. Suddenly I feel 
special...I feel as if I have purpose , that I have 
friends. That probably sounds a little “corny,” but I 
actually feel happy! I’m smiling. I haven’t really 
smiled for about five months! I want to say Thank You 
and bless all of you who make things like this possible 
to indigents like me who are trying to resolve the 
mistakes we have made and to make ourselves better 
children of God through Jesus Christ – to discover 
how to walk the road of righteousness, to better 
ourselves and the world we live in. Amen! This Bible 
is, and always will be my most cherished possession. 
Thank you again and God Bless.

· I found your address in a book here and was 
wondering if you still have a book program and if so 
how it works. I’m spending the rest of my life in prison 
and could really use some reading material. Hope 
you can help. Thank you.

· I want to thank you personally for such a large and 
gracious gift that you sent to us. We have been able to 
completely update our own chapel library, bless our 
congregation with a stocking of extra copies that they 
say take freely, read, share with others, or return to 
our info shelves. I have also taken copies of books and 
Bibles to our “hole,” or Restrictive Housing Unit, 
and was able to bless the men there, the benefit being 
that they are left in the cell for the next man to read as 
well.  We are grateful to your organization and all the 
work you put in for the sake of the gospel. There is no 
greater need for men in prison than to be called into a 
personal relationship with Jesus Christ. There is no 
other way to change a man’s heart than to share the 
love of a Savior with him. Thank you for helping our 
ministry to share the message of Christ, to help those 
in Christ in learning and growth in the faith, and for 
your caring and compassion for all the lost sheep 
behind prison walls. PA

· Just a note to again thank you for your awesome 
generosity, as we have received the six boxes of books 
and Bibles that you sent. They will be available to our 
inmates to check out very soon. Our library would be 
sorely lacking if not for your tremendous support. OR

· We appreciate your gifts to this ministry. Lives are 
being changed. We can use paper bound Bibles Old 
and New Testaments KJV or NIV.  TX

· We have experienced budget cuts that have hindered 
our ability to purchase the necessary and desired 
items for the 900 plus inmates that reside here. I am 
writing with the hope that you might be able to 
provide some books, studies, CDs, DVDs or other 
materials that we can put in our library and/or 
provide for the inmate population. Any donation you 
provide is greatly appreciated. Thanks and God 
Bless. NC

  

 

 

Feedback from Chaplains & Ministries
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One box of books 

will do 15,600 man-hours of ministry!

WHAT A BARGAIN!!!

at a cost of $25

1,887 jails and prisons are being served by Prison Book Project. 
red pin on the map represents one or more institutions receiving books.  

Each 
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