
THE POWER OF THE 
PRINTED WORD IN PRISON

A single book is read by 30 people 
and takes about 8 hours to read

(30 x 8 = 240 hours).
There are 65 books per box
(65 x 30 = 1950 people and 

1950 x 8 = 15,600 man hours).
So just one $25 box of books does 
the work of one person working 
full time, one-on-one for seven 

and a half years, without a 
vacation!
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Our Mission
We desire to introduce prisoners to 
a saving relationship with Jesus 
Christ, help them build a firm 
foundation of faith, and equip 
them to minister to others whether 
they remain in prison or are 
released.

“I was in prison and you came to 
Me. Truly, I say to you, as you did it 
to one of the least of these My 
brethren, you did it to Me.”

Matthew 25:36

2012 Statistics to Date – 46 States
3,616 boxes  . . . . . . . . 235,040 books
715 individual packages . 2,432 books
Grand Total . . . . . . . . 237,667 books

1,831 facilities on active list
915 facilities on the waiting list

Prayer Needs
For the prisoners who read

For the chaplains

For affordable permanent office 
and warehouse space

For our servicemen and women 
in harms way

·

·

·

·

Message from Ray Hall, Director

Many changes took place in 2012. Some were good, some were terrible. 
Through it all, we grew closer to God. We don’t always understand the 
“whys”, but if we just wait; God will give us enough understanding to go 
on with our lives. We have to always remember that this is not our home. 
There is a better country being prepared for us, a more wonderful home. 
We should be glad and thankful for the things that give us joy and 
comfort in this sinful, troubled world. We have such a short time here to 
enjoy the good or suffer through the bad. An eternity of wonder awaits 
those who have been forgiven. Our job here is to not go into eternity 
alone. Let’s work with the full knowledge that we are helping to populate 
Heaven and cheat Hell. 

Prison Book Project is a Non-Profit Corporation registered in the State 
of Florida. Those rules require that we have a Board of Directors. The 
primary responsibility of that Board is to continue the mission of PBP in 
the event of my inability to function as the leader. We have selected those 
Board members very carefully.  Al Taylor has been chosen as the 
Chairman of the Board. I do not plan to retire, but I am getting old. Al has 
worked with us for several years and has a good feel for the “vision” of 
PBP.  The work will continue even without me. It may even improve??? 

Prison Book Project currently functions with an all-volunteer staff. 
Future growth will require that we bring professional people on board. 
There are still more than 950 facilities currently on our waiting list. I 
don’t think we should “write-off” anybody. It only takes resources, 
resources that we don’t have. We have done wonders with very little for 
the past eighteen years, and plan to continue with plenty or little into the 
future. Since we serve the entire country, your neighborhood will be 
affected by what we do, or do not do. It just takes resources. 

We have received notice that the facility we have been using as a 
warehouse must be vacated by March 31, 2013. That facility was 
provided to us free of charge. We are still looking for a free place to move 
into, but it looks like we will have to pay rent on a new facility. Paying 
rent could restrict the amount of money that we have for shipping. If 
you’ve never contributed before, this would be a good time to start. 
Losing the Warehouse will not destroy Prison Book Project, if God’s 
movements in the past are any indication, things will just get better.

I pray 2013 will be the best year you’ve ever had.

Ray Hall



Touching Lives Behind BarsVolume 9, Number 1 Winter 2013

Every Book’s Journey
This is the story in pictures of nearly all books and media that arrive 
in the libraries, dorm rooms, and cell blocks of jails and prison 
facilities all across America and some military units overseas.

Authors, publishers and Christian distributors generously 
contribute surplus or damaged books and other wholesome material 
to Prison Book Project. 

Shipments arrive at the PBP warehouse 
in Titusville, Florida. Here, a team of 
local volunteers unpack the many boxes 

and rubber stamp 
“Prison Book Project” and the mailing address in the 
margins of each book. 

As inmates read these books, many of them write 
letters of thanks relating their encouragement from 
the reading of constructive material.

From the warehouse, boxes of stamped books will be 
selected to stock the shelves at the “Distribution 

Center” where boxes are packed according to guidelines from the specific 
prison or correction facility regulations. 

A file is kept 
for  speci f ic  
requirements 
of material and 
the history of 
shipments to 
each facility.

The standard box contains about 65 books. 
Individual packages are sent to chaplains and 
prison libraries who have special requests. 

UPS picks up out-going shipments on a regular 
basis and has a scale and computer software to 
calculate shipping charges for each package or box. 

God has blessed and multiplied these books usefulness many 
times over as they are shared within the facility they have been 
selected to serve. All of this could not have been done without 
you and you and you! Because of you, millions . . . the lonely, 
the rejected, the hopeless, and the lost are touched. Thank you 
to each and everyone who have shared in “Touching Lives 
Behind Bars.”   Ray Hall
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Your help in needed to touch lives behind bars. Each box of books costs about 
$25 to mail.  Please join our team and participate with us in this important work.

q
_____I will sponsor  box(es) at $25 each

_________I will give a monthly gift of $  

q

q

q

Please continue to send the newsletter

____Please send information  brochures #

Name 
 __________________________________________________Address

________________________ _______ ____________City State Zip 
______________________ ______________________E-mail Phone  

___________________________________________________  

Please send checks or money orders to: Prison Book Project  •  P.O. Box 1146  •  Sharpes, FL 32959
(501-c-3 tax-exempt organization)

Excerpts from prisoner’s letters
· I am incarceratecd in Texas since 2003. Very soon I 

should be getting released back into the free world. 
After sending a letter requesting a book of Christian 
substance, you sent me 4 “deep” and very powerful 
Christian books. They give very strong and influential 
and have very effective teachings. I will definitely be 
reading all 4 books at least twice so I can get the 
teachings better ingrained within. So I just wanted to 
write you all and say a genuine heartfelt thank you! 
Thank you to all the compassionate ones who 
sacrificially donate so many strong and great books. 
And a sincere thank you to all of you who are workers 
with the Prison Book Project.   Love in Christ  J

· I wanted to express my gratitude for all you do at the 
Prison Book Project. I’ve been in prison for 3 years 
now and my life has been shaped, changed and 
empowered through the many valuable, relevent 
books that your ministry has made available. I have 
read literally hundreds of books with your stamp on 
the pages and I can’t even begin to tell you what a 
difference the instruction and guidance from these 
books has made in my life, my outlook, and my faith in 
God. I want you all to know how much your work is 
appreciated. Thank you for all you do.

· I pray God continues to bless your group and the work 
you do. As one who has opened many a book to find 
inked inside your group’s stamp, I want to say 
personally, what a wonderful blessing to have so 
many wonderful books given us. Thank you, thank 
you, thank you!

· We are incarcerated women in GEO Corrections and 
we are looking to have more spiritual books for us to 
read daily, as well as Bibles for each of us please. We 
realize we need more God in our lives at this low point 
we are going through. Thank you in advance for your 
assistance in this matter. God Bless you.

· I wish to thank you so very much for the wonderful 
donation of all those books. It was like Christmas in 
June. We had to ask those surrounding the boxes of 
books to come back after the books were catalogued 
and placed in the library. They were somewhat 
impatient, but did. Our enrollment has increased and 
apparently so has the thirst for new books and 
knowledge. Thank you again for the blessings of this 
donation.   OH

· I would like to sincerely thank you for your donation 
of Christian books to the library. I know the prisoners 
are excited about seeing them and taking them out to 
read. It is a blessing to have these kinds of books to 
help in the discipleship of the Christians here. May 
God bless your endeavors, as you have an important 
part in changing the lives of prisoners across our 
land. Again thank you for making a difference.   MI

· I wanted to acknowledge your continued support for 
the work of God done here through the Prison Book 
Project. Your efforts are most valuable and are 
essential to what is accomplished here. Each time you 
ship the assorted religious materials, it is certainly 
well received. Our prayers and thoughts are with you 
in your efforts. I personally ask the Lord to multiply 
your resources, to bless your faithfulness, and to most 
richly bless you. I can not thank you enough for all 
that you do for the men at this facility.   AL

· When we receive a shipment from Prison Book 
Project, my inmate workers and I always feel like it 
is Christmas. We are so excited and grateful for 
what is donated. We greatly appreciated the large 
shipment of “Touchpoints for Women”...a tremen-
dous addition to our resources...one that they can 
use for years as they study the scriptures and seek 
the Lord’s leading in their lives. May your ministry 
continue to bless many, many thousands.  WI

Feedback from Chaplains & Ministries



Warrior Beach Retreat brings wounded warriors 
and their spouses or care givers to Panama City 
Beach, Florida for a 
seven-day retreat. The 
g o a l  i s  t o  b r i n g  
encouragement, hope 
and healing to those who 
have sacrificed so much. 
The books donated by 
o u r  m i n i s t r y  w e r e  
available for everyone to 
take home and be blessed 
in the days to come.
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One box of books 

will do 15,600 man-hours of ministry!

WHAT A BARGAIN!!!

at a cost of $25

Linda Cope, founder of 
Warrior Beach Retreat, Inc. 

with husband, Philip.

Prison Book Project Donated Books to the Warrior Beach Retreat
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