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THE POWER OF THE 
PRINTED WORD IN PRISON

A single book is read by 30 people 
and takes about 8 hours to read

(30 x 8 = 240 hours).
There are 65 books per box
(65 x 30 = 1950 people and 

1950 x 8 = 15,600 man hours).
So just one $25 box of books does 
the work of one person working 
full time, one-on-one for seven 

and a half years, without a 
vacation!
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Our Mission
We desire to introduce prisoners to 
a saving relationship with Jesus 
Christ, help them build a firm 
foundation of faith, and equip 
them to minister to others whether 
they remain in prison or are 
released.

“I was in prison and you came to 
Me. Truly, I say to you, as you did it 
to one of the least of these My 
brethren, you did it to Me.”

Matthew 25:36

2011 Statistics to Date
2,519 boxes – 

1 shipment to Kenya
1,786 facilities on active list

926 on the waiting list

166,680 books – 50 states

facilities 

Prayer Needs
8For the prisoners who read

8For the chaplains

8For an affordable permanent 
warehouse

8For our servicemen and women 
in harms way

Message from Ray Hall, Director

Watch a short video clip from WKMG Channel 6 

featuring Ray Hall, Director of Prison Book Project 

“MAKING A DIFFERENCE”
www.clickorlando.com/making-a-difference/26092038/index.html

We are beginning our eighteenth year with Prison Book Project. When 
I began this ministry in August 1994, the original goal was to place a 
thousand books into our local county jail within two years. In July 
2011, we shipped nearly 53,000 books. That’s a record, but still that’s 
a bunch of books.

I did tests several years ago that indicated an average readership of 
thirty people per book. We are getting reports from chaplains who say 
the figure is more like fifty readers per book when control is better. 
Average reading time per book is about eight hours. The amount of 
ministry we are getting done is phenomenal. Millions of little sermons 
are taking place in cells and prison yards throughout the country. The 
books we send out are training lay preachers who can relate to other 
inmates and talk to them on their level. They understand God’s love 
and grace. They understand forgiveness, and they understand mercy. 
We have discovered a secret which is changing lives: books are the 
means to educate inmates, who can then become educators. 

We have several publishers who contribute material to this program. 
Those publishers have discovered that providing books to Prison 
Book Project is an excellent means of publicizing their product. The 
national publishers who support us most are Tyndale House, 
Crossway, Destiny Image, New Leaf/Master Books, Baker, Bethany 
House, Chariot Victor, P&R Publishing, Bridge-Logos, Evergreen 
and Barbour Publishing. There are also several independent 
publishers who provide material. In addition, several Christian writers 
purchase their books from publishers and send those to us. We are 
grateful for every book we are able to forward. The amount of ministry 
that is being accomplished is beyond our wildest imagination. 

We are still in our “temporary” warehouse. It is full and overflowing. 
Lots of things are happening with the disposition of that facility, but 
nothing is firm at this time. On five occasions in the history of Prison 
Book Project, as we lost a facility, God has provided a better place – it 
just takes prayer. Our operation is located in Titusville, Florida. We 
would consider it an honor if you paid us a visit – 3880 S. Washington 
Ave., Suite 154. Thanks to all of you who have a part in this program.

The web site is getting a much needed overhaul. Salli Debartolo is 
doing that work for us along with several of her friends. Check it out at  
www.prisonbookproject.com.

Over the years, thousands of people have helped Prison Book Project. The help has come in a great 
variety of ways, some small and some huge. I want you to know that every ounce has made an impact, 

and every ounce has a reward. You may not remember 
the kindness of the gift, but it had an effect. The effects 
accumulate, your gift joins with the gifts of others and 
tiny rain drops become mighty rivers. Your small gift 
encourages and contributes. Not a single word or a 
major donation has gone unrecorded or been 
forgotten. God has a whole staff writing it all down in 
a book. One day the books will be opened, and we will 
all be overwhelmed at the number of lives that we have 
touched.  One person is kind to another, and that 
person will spread the kindness, from person to 

person, on and on; even down through generations.  One book will directly touch 30 to 50 people, and 
those 30 to 50 people will touch many more. Your love will touch thousands.  Heaven will be fun!
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Your help in needed to touch lives behind bars. Each box of books costs about 
$25 to mail. Please join our team and participate with us in this important work.

_____0I will sponsor  box(es) at $25 each
0I will commit to pray for P.B.P.

_________0I will give a monthly gift of $  0Please continue to send the newsletter
____0Please send information  brochures #

Name 
 __________________________________________________Address

________________________ _______ ____________City State Zip 
______________________ ______________________E-mail Phone  

___________________________________________________  

Please send checks or money orders to: Prison Book Project  •  P.O. Box 1146  •  Sharpes, FL 32959
(501-c-3 tax-exempt organization)

Excerpts from prisoner’s letters
8I have been locked up for three years and serving a 

six-year sentence. I asked Christ into my life on 
June 22, 2008. On June 21st I was shot by the police 
a couple of times. Here is my testimony: I have been 
hooked on drugs and alcohol since I was about 13 
and I’m 32 now. They have been in my family my 
whole life. I’ve also dealt with depression since I 
was a child. Early morning of the 21st, I was under 
the influence and listening to the devil tell me my 
life wasn’t any good. The cops were called to my 
apartment house and when they showed up I yelled 
through the door that they would have to kill me. I 
then opened the door and pointed an air rifle at 
them. Fearing for their lives, they opened fire on 
me. I was struck twice. One bullet ripped my left ear 
and another bullet through the right side of my neck 
and came out the back. The devil tried to kill me, but 
thanks to God, He didn’t let that happen. I thank 
God for all I have gone through my entire life 
because I can truly understand about how much 
love He has for me. I give God the Father of all 
creations and Christ Jesus, all of the praises, glory, 
and honor. God is Great all the time. J

8I would like to thank all the people involved in the 
Prison Book Project. I am an inmate in a Texas 
Correctional Facility and one of the many 
benefactors  of your donations. In a place where an 
argument over a game of dominoes or television 
viewing preference may result in a physical 
altercation, a good book is a great place of refuge. 
The alternative your organization has provided 
does make a difference! I just wanted to make sure 
you were aware your kindness is greatly 
appreciated and that you have made our lives 
better . . . it’s working!  TX

8Your books came at a real needed time and may I 
say, “A great selection” that blesses our inmates. 
Even a wonderful group of Spanish books. As a 
Chaplain for 53 years, I have never seen books that 
bless all – male and female. Some are here for a 
short time, but others, several months, even years. 
I feel very privileged to serve such broken people 
and the privilege of seeing hundreds come to Jesus. 
The year of 2009, we had 2091 saved and many 
more rededicated their lives to the Lord. Jesus, and 
you can see week by week their joy with the books 
and Bibles we give out to bless them. Thank you 
very much.  CA

8I cannot thank you enough for the shipment of 
books that we recently received. I was thrilled to 
stock the shelves of my office with quality Christian 
literature for the inmates. 
As you know, inmates have a lot of time on their 
hands with little to occupy their minds. A donation 
such as this one allows the Word of God to saturate 
inmates’ minds and hearts with the truth. When 
people fall into the pit of life that intersects their 
path with an incarcerated facility, inmates often 
look to God for solutions. A regenerate mind and 
heart saturated by the Word of God is the beginning 
of their restoration. I pray that publishing 
companies continue to give to the Prison Book 
Project for the betterment of humanity that 
desperately needs to know there is a God who loves 
them and extends full forgiveness through Jesus’ 
death, burial and resurrection. 
Thank you again. I am praying the Lord Jesus 
Christ continues to bless the efforts of the Prison 
Book Project!  SC

 

Visiting Authors – We Making A Difference!Are 

Feedback from Chaplains & Ministries

Several Christian writers have supported Prison Book Project with personal donations of their books or 
monetary assistance.  Four have even come to visit. We are honored that these busy people would share their 
time with us. You may know and respect these writers for their contribution to the work of spreading the Gospel. 
We look forward to seeing others visit in the future, several have promised. We are only 45 minutes away from 
Orlando International Airport.

Grant Jeffrey is recognized as one of the leading teachers on 
Bible prophecy and an intelligent defense of our Christian faith. 
He is the chairman of Frontier Research Publications, Inc., a 
leading publisher of books, tapes and videos. Grant’s 27 best 
selling books have resulted in more than seven million sales 
during the last twenty years. For the last four years his well 
respected TV program Bible Prophecy Revealed has been 
broadcast twice weekly in over eighty nations throughout the 
world on Trinity Broadcasting Network. He also appears 
frequently as a guest on numerous TV and radio stations 
internationally. During the last two decades he has been the main 
speaker in hundreds of prophecy conferences around the world. 

Bruce Van Natta is the author of Saved By Angels and founder 
of “Sweet Bread Ministries.” He is the father of four children 
and has an amazing, riveting life and death testimony, which 
encourages everyone to deal with their eternal destiny. As he 
recounts the moments after a large logging truck fell on him, 
the audience is glued to their chairs. They are compelled to 
consider the reality of God, angels, healing, and most 
importantly, their salvation. Even long time Christians gain a 
renewed sense of God’s love, mercy and healing power. He has 
been a guest of several TV shows including “It’s 
Supernatural,” “It’s a New Day,” “The Harvest Show,” and 
the “700 Club.” Mr. Van Natta’s story has also been featured 
in “Guideposts” and “Charisma” magazines. 

Len Gongola is the Founder of Son Beam Prison Ministries and the author of “What 
Everyone Should Know About The Holy Bible”.  His radio program was heard around 
the world until his retirement. He now lives in Newark, Ohio. Chaplain Len provided 
about 10,000 copies of his book to Prison Book Project and was a frequent visitor. He 
helped to encourage us when the going got tough.

Ray Hall & Bruce Van Natta

Ray Hall, Kaye &Grant Jeffrey:

Peter Lord, Lowell Gray & Ray Hall

Peter Lord is is a nationally known speaker and pastor as 
well as the author of several books, including “The 2959 
Plan,” which has sold more than a half-million copies 
and has been translated into four languages. He and his 
wife, Johnnie, have five children, nine grandchildren and 
three great-grandchildren and live in Titusville, Florida. 

Len Gongola


