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In August of 1994, we began sending books 

into the Brevard County, Florida Detention 

Center. We set a goal of delivering 1,000 books 

within a period of two years. After three years, 

we had delivered 39,886 books. Sixteen years 

later, we have grown from one facility to 1,733 

facilities across the nation. Millions of books 

have been provided and millions of lives have 

been touched. Our thanks to all those who 

have helped!

16 Years . . .
and Counting

THE POWER OF THE 
PRINTED WORD IN PRISON

A single book is read by 30 people 
and takes about 8 hours to read

(30 x 8 = 240 hours).
There are 65 books per box
(65 x 30 = 1950 people and 

1950 x 8 = 15,600 man hours).
So just one $25 box of books does 
the work of one person working 
full time, one-on-one for seven 

and a half years, without a 
vacation!
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Our Mission
We desire to introduce prisoners to 
a saving relationship with Jesus 
Christ, help them build a firm 
foundation of faith, and equip 
them to minister to others whether 
they remain in prison or are 
released.

“I was in prison and you came to 
Me. Truly, I say to you, as you did it 
to one of the least of these My 
brethren, you did it to Me.”

Matthew 25:36

2011 Statistics to Date
492 boxes – 

107 shipments to individuals – 
361 books

1,733 facilities on active list

926 on the waiting list

31,960 books – 40 states

facilities 

Prayer Needs
8For the prisoners who read

8For the chaplains

8For an affordable permanent 
warehouse

8For our servicemen and women 
in harms way

Message from Ray Hall, Director
Prison Book Project is changing lives. We know this because 
thousands of knowing people are telling us. This year we will 
receive more than 6,000 letters from inmates and chaplains. Most 
are asking for more material. The hunger in those letters is enough 
to make most of my “letter helpers” cry. We can not fill all of the 
requests. We have to use our limited resources wisely and 
efficiently, and our experience shows that far more people are 
touched by the books we send to prison libraries than are touched 
when we send material to individuals. We are now sending 
material to about 1,700 facilities with about 900 on a waiting list. 
Both of those lists continue to grow. When we activate a facility 
that was on the waiting list, it seems that another place jumps up to 
fill that hole. The need is great, but the workers are few. If you live 
in California, it would be difficult to ask you to help load boxes; but 
we can sure ask you to help pay for shipping a box. We just did.

Bethany House just sent me the manuscript for the newest Davis 
Bunn novel, “Lion of Babylon.” I spent the weekend reading it. 
The release date is about nine months away, but put it on your list. 
This is his best yet.

The educational aspect of our work here is often overlooked. It 
should be emphasized more because it truly is important. Not all 
poor readers turn into criminals, and not all good readers 
automatically stay out of jail. It is a real possibility that “what” we 
read has an impact on how we process a life condition. “Good” 
examples help us to make better decisions. Learning to read well is 
the first step, “reading well” is the next step. We try to cover both 
steps one and two with Prison Book Project. The boxes that we 
send out have a good variety of material and cover a mixture of 
reading skill levels. Improving reading skills is an important part 
of our task, planting good seeds is another. We have a warehouse 
full of good seeds; we need your help to spread those seeds. It is my 
goal to flood every prison and jail in America with life changing 
books. Thank you for helping.

Watch a short video clip from WKMG Channel 6 

featuring Ray Hall, Director of Prison Book Project 

“MAKING A DIFFERENCE”

www.clickorlando.com/making-a-difference/26092038/index.html

mailto:touchinglives@prisonbookproject.com


A very BIG THANK YOU goes out to individuals, local churches and civic groups who give of time, energy and 

money to keep good clean, educating and faith-building literature flowing to inmates who have plenty of time 

to read and reflect on their lives and condition before a living and merciful God. Thank you all who support 

Prison Book Project. Your help is not only needed and appreciated, but vital!  
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Your help in needed to touch lives behind bars. Each box of books costs about 
$25 to mail. Please join our team and participate with us in this important work.

_____0I will sponsor  box(es) at $25 each
0I will commit to pray for P.B.P.

_________0I will give a monthly gift of $  0Please continue to send the newsletter
____0Please send information  brochures #

Name 
 __________________________________________________Address

________________________ _______ ____________City State Zip 
______________________ ______________________E-mail Phone  

___________________________________________________  

Please send checks or money orders to: Prison Book Project  •  P.O. Box 1146  •  Sharpes, FL 32959
(501-c-3 tax-exempt organization)

Excerpts from prisoner’s letters
8First off, I would like to say God bless you! . . . We 

received some books from you and I was given a 
study Bible . . . it made me cry when it was given to 
me, and I just want you people to know how much I 
appreciate it. Since I have been locked up this time, 
I have fully given my all to God. They say that 
through good work, things will work for you. I use 
to be a sinful drug addict who finally hit rock 
bottom. I have been here since 2008 and everything 
I do has to do with God.  MO

8“Thank you very much for the inspirational books 
and devotionals you have sent me. I can’t even 
explain the unspeakable joy I received while 
reading one of the devotional books you’ve sent 
“Come Away My Beloved.” Being here in this 
prison is where He can have my undivided 
attention. I’ve read His word, but now I’m sure I 
can live His word. I can walk and talk with Him 
daily as if He were still in human form. WA

8Thank you for your ministry! I’m 39, been in prison 
for 70 months, God willing about 9 left. I’m here for 
thefts to pay for dope (sin, not disease). God used 
this to break me and set me free inside. I’ve been 
moved around a lot, but every place I’ve been, I’ve 
found books with your stamp on them. Hal Lindsey, 
Dave Hunt, many other books of good teaching 
content and insight. Please be encouraged and be 
blessed!  WA 

8You guys are truly touching lives behind bars. I was 
writing to say Thank You for sending me the books I 
requested from you. I would like to send my tithes to 
you all, so it can help your program continue. 
Reading positive books has made my time more 

8I have often said there is no such thing as a 
coincident. But then, occasionally God surprises 
me as He moves in my life. Less than an hour ago, I 
was sitting in my supervisor’s office when he 
complemented me on the library in the chapel. He 
said, “Now that is a great library. I need one like 
that. You have some great books and authors. I 
know that you do not put in requisitions for the state 
to pay for religious oriented books, so how do you 
get them?” I then told him that the Prison Book 
Project donated many of them over several years. 
What a surprise when I found your letter in my 
mailbox. I look forward to the boxes of books that 
you will send in 2011. It is a delight to see my 
inmate clerks as they open them and look for the 
gems that will deepen their faith and their walk in 
Christ.   CA

8I am the Chaplain here at Allendale Correctional 
Institution, and I was writing to let you know how 
grateful we are to have received the donations 
which you have sent to us in the past. In light of that, 
I would like to make a request for as many study 
Bibles as you can send to us at this time along with 
the regular shipment of religious material. I have 
also enclosed a check for $30 to help in shipping 
cost as we promised.   SC

Are We Making A Difference?

Feedback from Chaplains & Ministries

positive. Let “God’s promises strengthen you and 
me. I am going to continue to be an intercessor for 
you and your family. I enforce the victory on behalf 
of your finances to continue to help people like  me 
behind bars. Your letter has arrived to let you know 
you are making changes in people’s lives. Thank 
you so much and God bless.  Ashley           

Well now, let me tell you this little story. Several months ago, a major Christian publisher called me and said that 
they had more than 15,000 copies of a little devotional that had a few minor flaws but was still usable; would we 
be able to use them? I happily agreed to accept these “Touch Points for Women”.  Since warehouse space is 
limited, I knew that we would have to get these books in and get them out as fast as possible. We sent twenty 
cases (1,040 books) to Valley State Prison in Chowchilla, CA. This prison holds 4,100 female prisoners. Since 
we sent those books out there, we have received over 1,500 requests for that devotional. The letters tell about 
several ladies gathering together every day to read and share the messages in those books. 

More than half of the inmates (real live people) in that prison are being touched by YOU, the people who support 
this ministry. The real number is actually higher. From her kitchen table in McMinnville, Mary has reached out 
and touched a hurting soul in a lonely cell. Mary has given hope when all seemed lost and life had no joy. David 
in Texas, George in North Carolina and hundreds more across the nation have decided to obey Jesus and “visit” 
those in prison.

Are we making a difference? You better believe it! You, me, Mary, George, David, just to name a few, are 
changing the world, one life at a time. Joined with Crossway, Destiny Image, Tyndale, Evergreen, Cook, 
Bethany House, Waterbrook and a dozen other publishers and writers are making a difference. We are touching 
lives and changing lives and making the world a better place and I don’t care what the naysayers babble. If you 
want to help, jump in the boat and start paddling, for great will be your reward in Heaven.   (Matthew 25:34-40)

Donated books arrive from the warehouse.

Books on the way to “Touch Lives Behind Bars” across the country.

Books are sorted at the Distribution Center. Boxes are packed for shipment.

Boxes are weighed and processed for UPS.
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