
THE POWER OF THE 
PRINTED WORD IN PRISON

A single book is read by 30 people 
and takes about 8 hours to read

(30 x 8 = 240 hours).
There are 65 books per box
(65 x 30 = 1950 people and 

1950 x 8 = 15,600 man hours).
So just one $25 box of books does 
the work of one person working 
full time, one-on-one for seven 

and a half years, without a 
vacation!
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Our Mission
We desire to introduce prisoners to 
a saving relationship with Jesus 
Christ, help them build a firm 
foundation of faith, and equip 
them to minister to others whether 
they remain in prison or are 
released.

“I was in prison and you came to 
Me. Truly, I say to you, as you did it 
to one of the least of these My 
brethren, you did it to Me.”

Matthew 25:36

2010 Statistics to Date
1,106 boxes – 

213 shipments to individuals – 
795 books

1,635 facilities on active list

947 on the waiting list

72,685 books – 42 states

facilities 

Prayer Needs
8For the prisoners who read

8For the chaplains

8For an affordable permanent 
warehouse

8For our servicemen and women 
in harms way

Message from Ray Hall, Director
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In the last fifteen years, Prison Book Project has grown from serving one 
county jail into a world-wide operation. Growth demands that we 
reassess some of our outdated positions. I operated the ministry for ten 
years with an old surplus typewriter that cost me $70.00 to get fixed; we 
now have five computers.

I have tried to operate Prison Book Project with the highest respect for 
your contributions and sacrifices. We have tried to keep this ministry 
operating with an all-volunteer force and keep funds channeled into 
absolutely necessary expenditures. Too many ministries have 
squandered donations on lavish lifestyles and excesses. It may be that we 
have gone too far in being stingy.

Recent events here have convinced me that we need to take a different 
approach to a part of our operation. We have had to hire a bookkeeper on 
a part-time basis. As a non-profit corporation, our books must be 
maintained in a meticulous and exact manner. The way that we have 
operated this position in the past is no longer acceptable. A local 
businessman has agreed to pay all expenses related to this position for 
the remainder of 2010. This position is the thread that connects the 
donors with PBP. I hope you will find that relationship to be improved.

Have you ever tried to solicit money for a cause that you really believed 
in? Hard isn’t it? The psychology behind my personal reluctance must be 
seated someplace in a fear of rejection, hidden in a childhood memory or 
something. I just know that asking for money, to support a cause that I 
personally believe is vital to fulfill the command of our Lord, is difficult 
for me. For several years, I abused my retirement savings, trying to pay 
for the program myself. Then some one accused me of being selfish. By 
doing it all myself, I was denying others promised blessings. I will tell 
you this; God has blessed me beyond measure. He will do the same for 
you . . . because He said that He would and He keeps His promises. 

If you haven’t read Matthew 25 lately, I’d like to suggest that you refresh 
your memory. Verses 31 to 46 seems a little serious to me. I know it was 
for me 15 years ago; and look at the results. 

I don’t know how many lives have changed, but I do know that millions 
have been given the opportunity. Over the last 15 years, hundreds of 
dedicated people have given of their time, labor and resources to make 
this program work. You have accomplished great things. THANK YOU!

To the Future with Love: Last year, we began working with 
Chaplain Watanabe in Afghanistan. We sent several tons of Bibles and 
books to him for the soldiers that he served. In one e-mail to us, he talked 
about passing out candy to the Afghan kids. We decided that his “candy 
trips” needed to be supplemented with a few toys. Hundreds of Hot Wheels, 
Matchbox cars, teddy bears, coloring books, crayons, and dolls were sent. 
My Christmas was the best I’d had in years. My thanks to the Chaplain for 
letting me help with his Santa Claus act.

Editor’s Note: No monies from Prison Book Project operations were used for 
the toys for the Afghan kids, but as a designated gift from Ray Hall’s personal 
funds for a Christmas gift to the next generation and future of Afghanistan.
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A very BIG THANK YOU goes out to 

individuals, local churches and civic 

groups who give of time, energy and 

money to keep good clean, educating 

and faith-building literature flowing 

to inmates who have plenty of time to 

read and reflect on their lives and 

condition before a living and merciful 

God. Thank you all who support 

Prison Book Project. Your help is not 

only needed and appreciated, but vital!  
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Your help in needed to touch lives behind bars. Each box of books costs about 
$25 to mail. Please join our team and participate with us in this important work.

_____0I will sponsor  box(es) at $25 each
0I will commit to pray for P.B.P.

_________0I will give a monthly gift of $  0Please continue to send the newsletter
____0Please send information  brochures #

Name 
 __________________________________________________Address

________________________ _______ ____________City State Zip 
______________________ ______________________E-mail Phone  

___________________________________________________  

Please send checks or money orders to: Prison Book Project  •  P.O. Box 1146  •  Sharpes, FL 32959
(501-c-3 tax-exempt organization)

Excerpts from prisoner’s letters
8I’ve been locked up only 7 months, but in prison is 

where I see God working the most. He takes care of 
all his children. Just by receiving your books has 
made my time and my Bible study that much more in 
depth and meaningful. Your volunteer staff may not 
be making money here on earth, but ya’ll definitely 
are storing treasures in heaven. Thank you!

8The Hispanic guys here are very happy that you 
sent some books. I read one and waiting for the 
other one to come to me. The two books by Mark 
Cahill are being circulated between 8 guys.  NJ 

8The Lord always amazes me. I don’t think it’s 
possible that I could have hand-picked books more 
applicable to my situation than those you sent! 
Praise God and thank you!  NC

8Changing my reading habits and choice of reading 
material is another step towards God for me. 
Anyway, I’m trying. Thank you so much.  CA

8Thank you for your time and thank you for what you 
are doing in the lives of us behind these prison 
gates. There are really some women in here that 
love God and seek to have a better relationship with 
Him. It makes my heart rejoice how I see our Father 
work in a place like this – I feel so free – free-er than 
on the outside. God bless you.  FL

8Thank you for your kindness and your ministry. It 
has been a blessing for many of my Christian 
brothers, and even some who are not believers. I 
learned how to ask guys on my pod if they would 
like a good book, then after they get into it,  realize 
it’s a Christian book, they get hooked and prayer-
fully they get a seed planted! Just know that I pray 
for you and your ministry. God bless you all!  NH             

8Thank you so much for your recent donation of 
books . . . the shipment contained an excellent 
selection of religious and motivational literature! 
The women like to be inspired by the spiritual 
reading. It is good to know individuals such as 
yourself are devoted to helping those less fortunate. 
We’re very grateful for your thoughtfulness.  NY

8We received the boxes of books you sent to the 
inmates. It is like opening a Christmas present. Our 
Chapel library has literally been stocked through 
the generosity of the Prison Book Project. Thank 
you for giving as the Lord enables your ministry. 
We are greatly appreciative. KY

8We want to thank you for the generous way in which 
you minister to the men at Tyger River. God is doing 
amazing things here and we want you to know that 
you have been a part of this moving of His hand. 
This gift may seem small compared to others, but it 
is the widow’s mites in terms of sacrifice. You will 
continue to be in our prayers and in our praises. SC

8For the impact that your ministry has had on our 
men and I know countless other men and women 
behind bars I give thanks to our Father in heaven. 
The labor of love will not be forgotten. What you do 
is often not very glamorous, but our Lord 
remembers every book shipped out and the love 
behind it. I deeply appreciate how serious you take 
your calling. Keep up this good work. I also deeply 
appreciate your and others’ prayers. We are in this 
work together.  VA

8This is an amazing ministry reaching the minds and 
hearts of thousands upon thousands of inmates. 
Thank you, thank you!!!  WI

Thanks To All Who Support Prison Book Project
We thank God for the wonderful way He supplies resources; both 
physical and monetary. When a very generous shipment of books from 
a publisher or author arrives at the warehouse, word goes out to the 
volunteer workers from the Great Outdoors Church, who faithfully 
assemble and go to work to unpack, sort and process every book before 
transfer to the distribution center. 

Feedback from Chaplains & Ministries

Every book is examined 
and stamped with the 
Prison Book Project 
address. As a result, 
chaplains, ministry 
workers and inmates 
respond with many letters of thanks and appreciation. Some excerpts 
are included in every newsletter, but vastly more correspondence 
arrives than space allows to share. 

Prison Book Project Board of Directors Meeting on May 27th. Members from left front 
to back: Terry Coon, Dean Matteson, Lillian Clover, Kazuko & Ray Hall. Right front to 
back: Ken Ross, Paul Maze & Al Taylor.  Not pictured: Fred Foote & Jim Thornton.
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