
Over 38,000 men, women, and juveniles are incarcerated in 
security facilities in Louisiana. 

Each year over 15,000 of those imprisoned in Louisiana will 
be released back into our communities. Studies show that of 
those released, approximately 52-55% will be arrested again. 

One of the same studies cited above also reports that when 
inmates are involved in an effective prison ministry, the 
number of those rearrested drops from 41% to 14%! source: 
Louisiana Prison Chapel Foundation website: 
http://chapels.org/case.html.

THE POWER OF THE 
PRINTED WORD IN PRISON

A single book is read by 30 people 
and takes about 8 hours to read

(30 x 8 = 240 hours).
There are 65 books per box
(65 x 30 = 1950 people and 

1950 x 8 = 15,600 man hours).
So just one $25 box of books does 
the work of one person working 
full time, one-on-one for seven 

and a half years, without a 
vacation!
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Our Mission
We desire to introduce prisoners to 
a saving relationship with Jesus 
Christ, help them build a firm 
foundation of faith, and equip 
them to minister to others whether 
they remain in prison or are 
released.

“I was in prison and you came to 
Me. Truly, I say to you, as you did it 
to one of the least of these My 
brethren, you did it to Me.”

Matthew 25:36

2009 Statistics to Date
1,288 boxes – 

40 states
1583 facilities on active list

893 facilities on the waiting list
3,380 books overseas

83,720 books

Prayer Needs
8For the prisoners who read

8For the chaplains

8For an affordable permanent 
warehouse

8For our servicemen and women 
in harms way

Message from Ray Hall, Director
Back in 1994, when God told me to do this, He didn’t provide a lot 
of details or directions. Since I’m naturally lazy and really wasn’t 
interested in working too hard after just beginning my second 
retirement, I set my own goals. I figured that one thousand books 
in two years delivered to the local county jail would be plenty. 
That would leave me an adequate amount of time to pursue my 
favorite hobby; light tackle, top water, bass fishing. There are all 
kinds of fishing, but I’m a specialist.

I spent a couple of months exploring every garage sale that I could 
find. Every Monday morning I would deliver two plastic bags of 
books that I had purchased for twenty-five cents each. The jail 
officials gave me a tour of the facility. It was there I discovered 
library shelves filled only with lustful romance novels and murder 
mysteries. That convinced me that I needed to get more serious. I 
went around to one hundred local churches with a bulletin insert 
and some decorated boxes. Out of a hundred churches, sixteen 
agreed to help; only twelve really did. Nevertheless, after three 
years we had delivered 39,886 books into that facility. Then the 
explosion happened and the rest, as they say, is history.  

August of 2009 will mark the fifteen year anniversary of Prison 
Book Project. We are now serving 1,583 facilities in all fifty states. 
We’ve sent books to thirty-one countries through missionaries, 
and have provided thousands of Bibles and books to the troops in 
Iraq, Kuwait, Afghanistan, and the Wounded Warrior Program. 
This could not have been accomplished without your help and 
there is still so much more to do.

Thank you, and God bless!
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1994 - 1996
Sources: Ray

Garage Sales
Flea Markets
Thrift Stores
Local Churches

Working from: Home & Church

Touching Lives Behind BarsVolume 5, Number 2 Anniversary Edition 2009

Excerpts from the Prison Book Project Picture Album 

Supplied: Local County Jail
Local Prison

Surpassed goal of 1,000 
books in a year and gave 
39,000 books in 3 years

Supplied: All of Florida and a 
few other states

1997 - 1998
Sources: Same sources and a

few publishers
Working from: Home, church

        and a small
        warehouse

Acquired a name and tax-exampt status

1999 - 2001
Sources: Same sources, more

publishers and a few
authors

Working from: Small warehouse

Supplied: 750 Facilities in over 25 
states and 6 countries via missionaries

2002 - 2005
Sources: Same sources, 

more publishers and
more authors

Working from: Small office and
         larger 
         warehouse

Slogan developed

Touching Lives Behind Bars

2006 - Present
Sources: Same sources, publishers 

and authors
Working from: Small office and large 

        donated warehouse

Logo developed
BOOK
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Supplied: 1100 Facilities in all 50 states 
and 13 countries via missionaries

Trusting God and 

thanking those who 

faithfully support 

Prison Book Project.

Supplied: 1583 Facilities in all 
50 states and 31 countries
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Your help in needed to touch lives behind bars. Each box of books costs about 
$25 to mail. Please join our team and participate with us in this important work.

_____0I will sponsor  box(es) at $25 each
0I will commit to pray for P.B.P.

_________0I will give a monthly gift of $  0Please continue to send the newsletter
____0Please send information  brochures #

Name 
 __________________________________________________Address

________________________ _______ ____________City State Zip 
______________________ ______________________E-mail Phone  

___________________________________________________  

Please send checks or money orders to: Prison Book Project  •  P.O. Box 1146  •  Sharpes, FL 32959
(501-c-3 tax-exempt organization)

Excerpts from letters to Prison Book Project

8I just want you to know that your generosity and 
ministry is appreciated and well used. I often use 
books to evangelize people who ask me where I 
find my joyous personality and I offer them Bibles 
or books to feed that desire to know Christ.

– Inmate: Concord, New Hampshire

8May God continue to strengthen your hands to do 
the good pleasure of His will. May a spirit of love 
rest upon your volunteers as well as the part-time 
assistants the Father sends as He see fit to do so.

– Inmate: New Jersey

8Even some Muslims have told me that they want 
to read some of the books I received from you. The 
Christian fiction books help these men receive the 
gospel message in a way that is not threatening to 
them. This has become a wonderful evangelism 
tool.                         – Chaplain, Fairfax, Virginia

8I greatly appreciate your combined efforts. I 
really wished these publishers knew how much 
their sacrifice has touched my life. Please inform 
your staff and all the publishers who put their 
trust in the Prison Book Project ministry that 
your works wasn’t done in vain. I’m a changed 
person by your books and God’s grace. I give the 
Lord Jesus Christ all the glory for your obedience 
and dedication.            – Inmate, Raiford, Florida

 
8The men of our facility and I are truly grateful for 

your support and prayers, and we are praying for 
your needs of warehouse space and operating 
funds. Yours is one of the most helpful prison 
ministries in the country, and we can’t afford to 
lose you. God bless your work.

– Chaplain, Hinton, Oklahoma

8Over the years, we’ve had a well-stocked and 
well-used library, but a couple of years ago we 
got a warden who had no use whatsoever for 
chaplaincy, and he shut down our Chaplain’s 
library. Well, we’ve had a different warden for the 
last 6 months and we’re once again able to check 
out books to the inmates. We would be greatly 
interested in receiving books from your ministry. 
If there is a waiting list, please put us on it.

– Chaplain, Georgia

8This prison rocks! We are saving souls here and 
thanks to your book project, it is helping us so 
much. God bless you.            – Inmate: California 

8Some times I just wanna give up, but I know I can’t 
because I have two wonderful children and a 
husband, so all I can do is enough. I’m tired, 
tired, I give it all to God and sometimes I get so 
mad cause I don’t think He hears me, but I know 
he does. It takes time and it’s His time, not mine. 
Thank you.                          – Inmate: New Jersey

8Your letter did touch my heart. I felt and I feel like 
a real winner . . . thank you for the tools that I was 
looking for to put in order my life. Thank you and 
God bless you. Have a nice day.

– Inmate: Comstock, New York

8Thank you for all you do for the men incarcerated 
here. The Prison Book Project is an excellent way 
to outreach to a forgotten population. Thanks 
again.         – Chaplain, Olney Springs, Colorado

 8I am an indigent inmate. I do not get visits and 
also surrounded negativity . Now you have given 
me refuge. May peace and love always be with 
you.                                       – Inmate: California
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Overseas Report
For many decades the U.S. government had authorized and printed Holy Bibles with a cover page 
and presidential note for members of our armed forces. In more recent years however, this policy 
has been discontinued, leaving the distribution of God’s word to various charitable organizations, 
such as the Gideons, or well-funded denominational groups. Prison Book Project joined the effort 
with four tons of books and Bibles to military chaplains in the conflict areas and the “Wounded 
Warrior” program. 

From a Military Chaplain on the Front Lines

God is using Prison Book Project to His honor and glory in all 
50 states, on mission fields, and war zones around the world.

“Man! The study Bibles have flown out the door, almost 
as fast as a flight line of F-16s. You have been a huge 
blessing to us, Ray. I promise you more pictures! 
DOMO ARIGATO GOZAIMASU!”
“Ray, thank you very much! Your kind gifts are helping 
our young soldiers, sailors and airmen/women out a 
lot. I don’t know if you’ve been watching the news, but 

we had a rocket attack the other day. Some soldiers will 
come home through Dover. Things like this break my 
heart, but maybe, just maybe some of these young men 
and women will finally realize that they are just a 
heartbeat away from eternity.” 

Prison Book Project 15th Anniversary Celebration
with Titusville Chamber of  Commerce

August 17 - 21  •  OPEN HOUSE Friday, August 21st
3880 S. Washington Avenue  •  Titusville, Florida 
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