
Our all-volunteer workers and staff feel very privileged to 
be a part of spreading God’s word. We are trusting Him and 
thanking those who faithfully support us financially. 
What’s next?   “Stay tuned.”

THE POWER OF THE 
PRINTED WORD IN PRISON

A single book is read by 30 people 
and takes about 8 hours to read

(30 x 8 = 240 hours).
There are 65 books per box
(65 x 30 = 1950 people and 

1950 x 8 = 15,600 man hours).
So just one $25 box of books does 
the work of one person working 
full time, one-on-one for seven 

and a half years, without a 
vacation!
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Our Mission
We desire to introduce prisoners to 
a saving relationship with Jesus 
Christ, help them build a firm 
foundation of faith, and equip 
them to minister to others whether 
they remain in prison or are 
released.

“I was in prison and you came to 
Me. Truly, I say to you, as you did it 
to one of the least of these My 
brethren, you did it to Me.”

Matthew 25:36

2008 Statistics
1,486 boxes – 

More than 213 individual packages
50 states

1543 facilities on active list
891 facilities on the waiting list

168,287 books

Prayer Needs
8For the prisoners who read

8For the chaplains

8For an affordable permanent 
warehouse

8For our servicemen and women 
in harms way

Message from Ray Hall, Director
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Great Warehouse Space . . . But For How Long?

Back in 1994, when God told me to do this, He didn’t provide a lot of 
details or directions. Since I’m naturally lazy and really wasn’t 
interested in working too hard after just beginning my second 
retirement, I set my own goals. I figured that one thousand books in two 
years delivered to the local county jail would be plenty. That would leave 
me an adequate amount of time to pursue my favorite hobby; light 
tackle, top water, bass fishing. There are all kinds of fishing, but I’m a 
specialist.

I spent a couple of months exploring every garage sale that I could find. 
Every Monday morning I would deliver two plastic bags of books that I 
had purchased for twenty-five cents each. The jail officials gave me a 
tour of the facility. It was there I discovered library shelves filled only 
with lustful romance novels and murder mysteries. That convinced me 
that I needed to get more serious. I went around to one hundred local 
churches with a bulletin insert and some decorated boxes. Out of a 
hundred churches, sixteen agreed to help; only twelve really did. 
Nevertheless, after three years we had delivered 39,886 books into that 
facility. Then the explosion happened and the rest, as they say, is history.  

August of 2009 will mark the fifteen year anniversary of Prison Book 
Project. We are now serving 1,543 facilities in all fifty states. We’ve sent 
books to thirty-one countries through missionaries, and have provided 
thousands of Bibles and books to the troops in Iraq, Kuwait, 
Afghanistan, and the Wounded Warrior Program. This could not have 
been accomplished without your help — Thank you, and God bless!

Each month Prison Book Project 
receives hundreds of letters from 
pr isoners ,  chaplains  and 
ministries serving at correctional 
facilities. Turn the page to see 
just a very few samples of the 
response to the shipments of 
books and how they are 
“Touching lives behind bars.”

In our last newsletter, we highlighted our “back breaking work” and the 
move of 50 tons of books from the mall out-building to a choice area 
inside with light and air conditioning. Now with the heavy work out of 
the way, we have the space that has always been needed and the 
convenience of a pallet dolly and doors wide enough to use it! Praise the 
Lord! . . . But for how long? It’s still uncertain and due to the current 
economic condition, even more so. Plans for demolishing the mall seem 
to be in limbo.

That being said, Prison Book Project is 
still going strong as indicated by our 
shipment records and responses from 
inmates, chaplains and Christian workers. 
God is using Prison Book Project to His 
honor and glory in all 50 states, in mission 
fields and war zones around the world. 

Trusting God and 

thanking those who 

faithfully support PBP.

mailto:touchinglives@prisonbookproject.com


Letters From Prisoners
Every month, Prison Book Project receives hundreds of letters from prisoners, chaplains and ministry 

leaders. Below is a very small sample of that correspondence and edited due to our limited space.
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Your help in needed to touch lives behind bars. Each box of books costs about 
$25 to mail. Please join our team and participate with us in this important work.

_____0I will sponsor  box(es) at $25 each
0I will commit to pray for P.B.P.

_________0I will give a monthly gift of $  0Please continue to send the newsletter
____0Please send information  brochures #

Name 
 __________________________________________________Address

________________________ _______ ____________City State Zip 
______________________ ______________________E-mail Phone  

___________________________________________________  

Please send checks or money orders to: Prison Book Project  •  P.O. Box 1146  •  Sharpes, FL 32959
(501-c-3 tax-exempt organization)

Chaplain’s Comments

 Petersburg, VA

“I thought I’d write you a note and let you know that we put out 
two full boxes of Bibles and books at the Chapel during the Area 
Wide Chaplains meeting. All services Marine, Navy, Army and Air 
Force have chaplains that come to the meeting and they took many 
of the Bibles and books back to their commands. The remaining 
Bibles and books were set out at the Chapel and they have just 
disappeared! (Folks who wanted them picked them up.) I found that 
the pink and brown Bibles were actually a very hot item with the 
women that were coming to Chapel. I just thought I’d let you know 
your service and ministry is very well appreciated.”  

Group Chaplain, Al Asad, Iraq

“. . . I wanted to take this opportunity on behalf of the 196 men we 
house here to say thank you for all the donation of books you have 
sent over the years. They have brought encouragement, Christian 
growth and above all a deeper relationship with Jesus Christ our 
Lord.

In the course of the last eight-plus years, I have been blessed to 
witness the wonderful changes God has wrought in the lives of men 
who were once seemingly lost and without hope. By the blood of 
Christ and the word of His testimony, hearts have been newly 
created and minds have been renewed resulting in lives changed 
and families reunited.

Even as I write, the Holy Spirit of God is moving in the lives of men 
as they are drawn to repentance and restoration into Christ. A few 
months ago God gave me a word that soon His Spirit would move 
in such a way that we would have to move services from the small 
chapel which houses a max capacity of 48 to the gym due to the 
overflow from the outpouring of His Spirit. Our numbers continue 
to increase, Praise the Lord.

So, from all of us to all of you who serve the Lord at the Prison 
Book Project, we bless you in the Mighty Name of Jesus Christ our 
Lord and again thank you for your continued generosity to our 
Chapel Library.”             Tony Copeland, Chaplain, Rifle, CO

I need help here. We are without a religious section in our library 
and would greatly be indebted to you for your assistance in helping 
us build a library for our Youth. Basically, we have nothing. The 
Youth do have a lot of library time.  Softback books are preferable. 
Thank you.”                 Unto His Glory, Chaplain Daniel Mahaney Smyrna, DE

“Words can’t express my appreciation when 
I found out about your Prison Book Project - 
books list. I’ve read 2 of our books and God 
knows they are life changing books. I’ve 
been saved for 3 months and God is so good. 
Years ago I thought I really knew our Lord 
and savior Jesus Christ. But I didn’t know a 
thing. I thank God for not giving up on me 
and allowing me to know the true meaning 
of serving Christ. May God bless and I’ll be 
looking for my books. Thanks.”  

         Savannah, GA

“Thank you for all that you do for us that we 
may grow in Christ.  You have touched my 
life many times over . . . in turn it has 
allowed me to pray and help others more 
than once.  Thank you again.

God Blessing and peace be upon you.  Your 
books are a light in my life.”

In Christ, Bill 

Isaiah 40:3
Philippians 1:21 Sanderson, FL

“I recently wrote you a letter requesting the book Jesse.  I am an 
inmate in Illinois, Decatur Correctional Center serving a 10-year 
sentence.  I was pleasantly surprised to hear from you so quickly 
and to receive a few books.  I have experienced 8 miscarriages and 
I lost my oldest daughter at age 25 - 3 years ago next month.  I 
cannot even begin how reading the book Jesse has affected me and 
has helped me begin to heal and have hope. My 2nd oldest 
daughter, Aimee, had a difficult time with a miscarriage last year.  I 
told her about this beautiful book.  

Most important to me is the fact that Rachel, my deceased daughter, 
had 2 miscarriages before she died.  She had one live birth, my 
wonderful grandson who is 6.  All she ever wanted was to be a 
mother.  I always felt so sad that she was separated from her son 
when she died.  I have so much “Joy” to know she is with her other 
2 children now.

I cannot thank you enough for considering my letter a ‘special case’ 
and sending me these books.  You have put peace in many hearts in 
my family.”                    Decatur, IL

Sanderson, FL
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