
THE POWER OF THE 
PRINTED WORD IN PRISON

A single book is read by 30 people 
and takes about 8 hours to read

(30 x 8 = 240 hours).
There are 65 books per box
(65 x 30 = 1950 people and 

1950 x 8 = 15,600 man hours).
So just one $25 box of books does 
the work of one person working 
full time, one-on-one for seven 

and a half years, without a 
vacation!
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Our Mission
We desire to introduce prisoners to 
a saving relationship with Jesus 
Christ, help them build a firm 
foundation of faith, and equip 
them to minister to others whether 
they remain in prison or are 
released.

“I was in prison and you came to 
Me. Truly, I say to you, as you did it 
to one of the least of these My 
brethren, you did it to Me.”

Matthew 25:36

2008 Statistics to Date
1,486 boxes

97,300 books
213 individual packages

44 states
1462 facilities on active list

Prayer Needs
8For the prisoners who read

8For the chaplains

8For an affordable permanent 
warehouse

8For our servicemen and women 
in harms way

Message from Ray Hall, Director
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Grateful For Better Temporary Warehouse Facility 

In 2001 a local shopping mall allowed us to use an unused out building for free 
that was not rentable due to a prolonged period of neglect. We have been using 
this space as a warehouse ever since that time.

The mall’s ownership has changed recently, however, and the new owners are 
planning to clear the property and build a new development. They will allow us 
to use an empty space inside the main mall on a temporary basis, but we will 
have to find a new warehouse within a very short time.

The cost-free use of that space is one of the main reasons we have been able to 
reach as many facilities and ship as many books as we have. At the present rate 
of incoming donations, however, paying rent for warehouse space will severely 
limit future outgoing shipments. A better option would be to buy a building 
with proceeds from a one-shot fund raiser, and we have just been offered a 
building with 3,600 square feet for less than $300,000.

We have two thousand names on our newsletter mailing list. If we could 
average just $150 from each of our readers, we would be able to buy that 
building without going into debt. I understand that some of our supporters 
could not afford to give us $150, but I also know that some can afford to give 
more than $150. 

All of the workers at PBP are volunteers, including me. I am retired, and I'm 
pledging $2,000 toward the purchase of this building. Will you join me?

We have just moved fifty tons of books from one temporary space into another 
temporary space. I would like to get this fifty tons shipped into confinement 
facilities and have new incoming material off-loaded into a new warehouse.

As a footnote, we have just had to turn down a hundred skids of books because 
we didn’t have room to store them. Last year we turned down two hundred 
skids. That’s three hundred skids of books that were converted into pulp that 
could have saved thousands of souls. It’s just a matter of money!

How Prison Book Project Works
Except for a few very special requests, Prison Book Project cannot process 
orders from individual inmates. Large quantities of books, CDs and videos are 
donated by publishers, authors, and individuals. Prison Book Project then 
stores, sorts and processes them to send to prison chapel libraries for use by 
inmates at the various institutions around the country. Many prisons have their 
own regulations on types of acceptable material. A file is kept and each box is 
packed with the proper type of material for each institution as provided on 
information sheets.

Boxes containing about 65 books each are shipped to the chaplains, libraries, or 
ministries at each correctional institution. Each book will be read by 30 or more 
inmates during its lifetime as it is curriculated.

All contributions to Prison Book Project go to the operation of putting 
wholesome reading material into the hands, minds, and hearts of inmates and 
donations are 501c3 tax deductible.

Moving 50 Tons of 

books — lots of sweat, 

aches and pains!

mailto:touchinglives@prisonbookproject.com


Letters From Prisoners
Every month, Prison Book Project receives hundreds of letters from prisoners, chaplains and ministry 

leaders. Below is a very small sample of that correspondence and edited due to our limited space.
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Your help in needed to touch lives behind bars. Each box of books costs about 
$25 to mail. Please join our team and participate with us in this important work.

_____0I will sponsor  box(es) at $25 each
0I will commit to pray for P.B.P.

_________0I will give a monthly gift of $  0Please continue to send the newsletter
____0Please send information  brochures #

Name 
 __________________________________________________Address

________________________ _______ ____________City State Zip 
______________________ ______________________E-mail Phone  

___________________________________________________  

Please send checks or money orders to: Prison Book Project  •  P.O. Box 1146  •  Sharpes, FL 32959
(501-c-3 tax-exempt organization)

“On behalf of the Chapel participants here at F.C.I. Three 
Rivers, we extend our hand and give you thanks for all the 
Christian books you sent us. We are deeply grateful for 
your labor of love and care for those that are incarcerated. 
Rest assured that the books you sent are already improving 
the lives of our fellow inmates. The books were and are 
very encouraging.
Please give our thanks to all those involved in this 
endeavor. 
May God continue to bless Prison Book Project and 
continue to use you as He sees fit.” 

Signed by 8 members of the Chapel Staff, TX

Chaplain’s Comments

“I would like to know if you have any 
information on a ministry that provides books 
to inmates on an individual basis. I am looking 
for books by A.W. Tozer, Charles H. Kraft, 
Watchman Nee, and T. Austin Sparks.

Thank you again for your gifts of love to us 
here. May God bless all of you individually 
and as a ministry for this act of love.”    Ina, IL

 Merced, CA

 Orange, CA

 Gateville, TX

 Dallas, NC

Lisbon, OH

 Kincheloe, MI

 Orange, CA

“I received the 3 books of the Left Behind 
series that you sent me! Thank you so very 
much! I can’t express enough how much that 
meant to me! I have been in solitary 
confinement for 21 months this July and the 
books saved my sanity! Again thank you and 
God bless!”                           Bakersfield, CA

“On behalf of the inmates here at McNeil Island Correction Center, 
I wish to thank you for your contribution of materials to our Chapel 
Library. We maintain approximately 3,000 books and 2,000 audio 
tapes available for check-out with a circulation of 200+ books and 
tapes monthly. We also service our population with access to 
approximately 300 videotapes for entertainment and study at a first 
come-first served basis. Prison Book Project is our single largest 
contributor and we look forward each year to the arrival of your 
donations. Your materials are greatly appreciated and we attempt 
to insure that they are circulated as greatly as possible. Again 
thank you.”    Steilacoom, WA

“The box of Bibles arrived just a few days ago . . . I tell you I 
barely put the Bibles out and they fly, fly, fly, fly from the Chapel 
into the Soldiers hands. The PS 91 series of books have arrived and 
re grateful for them. Looking forward to the Study guides when they 
come in. This ministry just amazes me. I never knew it was such a 
huge ministry.

Thank you so much for adopting us.”    “Rakkasan 28”

“In the two worship services at Hutchins State Jail on Saturday, we 
water baptized 107. What a joy! But I thought the candidate line 
was never going to end! I have never baptized that many before.”   

“Hi Ray, firstly, I need to thank you for the service you provide at 
South Idaho Correctional Institution (SICI). I was the head 
chaplain there from 2001-2008. SICI is a minimum custody facility 
and because of your undying service to us, its religious program 
flourished. The beautiful hardback books and paperback books 
allowed SICI to have a wonderful religious library, in addition, the 
offenders spiritual understanding matured and, I believe, 
permeated throughout the institution causing a more peaceful 
environment.

Today, I am the head chaplain of Catalina Mountain School. We are 
under Arizona Juvenile Department of Juvenille Corrections. We 
need help here. We are without a religious section in our library 
and would greatly be indebted to you for your assistance in helping 
us build a library for our Youth. Basically, we have nothing. The 
Youth do have a lot of library time.  Softback books are preferable. 
Thank you.”                 Unto His Glory, Chaplain Daniel Mahaney”
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