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PRINTED WORD IN PRISON

A single book is read by 30 people 
and takes about 8 hours to read

(30 x 8 = 240 hours).
There are 65 books per box
(65 x 30 = 1950 people and 

1950 x 8 = 15,600 man hours).
So just one $25 box of books does 
the work of one person working 
full time, one-on-one for seven 

and a half years, without a 
vacation!
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Our Mission
We desire to introduce prisoners 
to a saving relationship with 
Jesus Christ, help them build a 
firm foundation of faith, and 
equip them to minister to others 
whether they remain in prison or 
are released.

“I was in prison and you came to 
Me. Truly, I say to you, as you did it 
to one of the least of these My 
brethren, you did it to Me.”

Matthew 25:36

2007 Statistics Through October
1,527 boxes

332 individual packages
100,553 books

47 states
3,850 responses

Prayer Needs
8For the prisoners who read

8For the chaplains

8For an affordable
 replacement warehouse

Message from Ray Hall, Director

On October 5, 2007, Florida Today carried a major 
article about Prison Book Project’s need for a 
warehouse. The reporter did an impressive job of 
writing and we received several good responses. 
There was only one negative email. I want to share 
my feelings with that lady and the world. 

The first “official” statement that I made concerning 
the purpose of Prison Book Project was contained in 
the form of a church bulletin insert. “The purpose of 
this project is not to entertain or coddle criminals. 
The 36,000 men and women who are processed 
through the Brevard County Jail each year are 
people. They come in many different ‘types’ and 
from many different backgrounds. Some are scared, 
some are confused, and some are evil. Some can be 
changed, some will never change. The ‘some’ who 
can be changed are the targets of this program.”

I am not now, or never have been, under any delusion 
about “changing the world.” I don’t know how many 
lives will be changed by what we are doing. I do 
know that some are changed. The 5,000 letters a year 
that we receive, prove that point. The arithmetic is 
simple; the more books we send out, the more lives 
will be changed. God, not me, will determine whose 
hands will receive and which life will be changed. I 
am not a Judge, I am a servant. The supporters of this 
mission are servants. Critics who condemn the 
servants have misdirected their condemnation.   

Jesus said if we visit those in prison, we visit Him --
Matthew 25:36b (Ray Hall version). For $25, you can visit 
Jesus 1,950 times. That’s the number of prisoners who will 
be touched by one box of books. WOW!

Why Prisoners?
Around 2.5 million people are in American prisons and jails. Prisoners are 
not all the same and come from many different backgrounds. Some are 
scared, some are confused, and some are just plain evil. Some may never 
change but some will. Sinners can be changed – just look at me ( or you).

Nothing society can do will be 100% effective in eliminating unlawful 
behavior, but we can offer hope through our Lord Jesus Christ because 
prisoners read! As one chaplain put it, “they will read anything – the Bible, 
a Playboy magazine, or the label from a soup can.” In fact, 90% of new 
Muslim recruits in the U.S. are largely a result of aggressive Islamic 
recruitment and literature dissemination within the prison system. The 
inmates have lots of free time, and many prefer reading to squabbling over 
what to watch on TV.

Consequently, our goal is to reach the prisoners who can be impacted with God’s gift of salvation by offering 
literature that can change their lives forever. More than 95% of inmates will be released eventually to be our 
neighbors!!! The re-incarceration rate after two years for the general prison or jail population is 85%. 
However, where Christian material is available, the rate of re-incarceration drops to 17%.

Even one soul is worth our effort. May God raise up serious workers for the harvest.

95 Cases of Christian 
books and Bibles were 

sent to the troops in 
Iraq, Kuwait, and 

Afghanistan 

We are grateful for . . .

Our God who directs and supplies

8Regular generous supporters

8

8Faithful volunteer workers

8The authors, publishers, chaplains, 
wardens and ministries who are our 
teammates

8The waiting list for shipping to new 
facilities has been reduced from 
1,100 to 900

8



Letters From Prisoners
Every month, Prison Book Project receives hundreds of letters from prisoners, chaplains and ministry 

leaders. Below is a very small sample of that correspondence and edited due to our limited space.
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Your help in needed to touch lives behind bars. Each box of books costs about 
$25 to mail. Please join our team and participate with us in this important work.

_____0I will sponsor  box(es) at $25 each
0I will commit to pray for P.B.P.

_________0I will give a monthly gift of $  0Please continue to send the newsletter
0Please send information  brochures #____

Name 
 __________________________________________________Address

________________________ _______ ____________City State Zip 
______________________ ______________________E-mail Phone  

___________________________________________________  

Inmate’s signature

My name is Terri, I am an inmate here at the Richland DC.  I oversee the Spiritual 
library and have the opportunity to see first hand the blessings, that the books you 
and others have donated, are to the ladies here.  They look forward to their library 
night and get excited when they receive their books for the week.  It encourages 
me to see the wisdom and knowledge the women are gaining from the books they 
have available to them.

Many, Many thanks to you for your donations to our facility, and may God bless 
your ministry so that thousands of others can learn the love of God.

Chaplain’s Comments

The ladies at . . . would like to take this opportunity to offer you many thanks for all of the books that you have 
contributed to our Christian library in the past. Our library has been in operation now for quite a few months and 
it is truly a blessing to those who take advantage of all of the material that persons like yourselves have made 
available.

The library with all its spiritual food is being used by a great number of the residents here. I have come to see that 
even ladies who do not attend church will take advantage of the books we have, and I find a lot of comfort in 
knowing that one way or another their spirits are fed.

I pray that God would provide a new work area for you to continue your ministry. I want to thank you for all that 
you’re doing for those behind prison walls and I am believing the Lord will continue to meet each of your needs.

Once again we send a huge THANK YOU!!!!      Chaplain in Louisiana

Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised! Our prayer is that this letter finds each of you there with Prison Book 
Project doing fine and in the very best of health, in Jesus’ name.

We thank you abundantly for your recent shipment of five boxes of assorted books to be utilized in our learning 
library. The material is worthwhile and those who examine it will be blessed in their reading.

We thank God abundantly for your faithful ministry and the love and support for the ministries of Chaplains in 
the penal system throughout this country. Your continued supply of religious material causes the readers to look 
forward to incoming shipments. We also thank you for your prayers for this facility along with your practical 
acts of love. Until next time, I pray that God richly bless everything you set your hand to, according to the will of 
God, in Jesus’ name. Amen.     Chaplain in Alabama 

The impact of your ministry upon our prisoners and myself (as a chaplain who reads many books) is not to be 
understated.  Thanks for all you do.     Chaplain in California

Greetings in our Faith One, LORD JESUS CHRIST!

There is a saying that big surprises come in small packages. I can truthfully say that it comes in big packages – 
like 6 boxes worth! I was greatly surprised to receive the books that you mailed; not only I, but the men were 
elated.

We have staff members coming in to get books for their classes to read. We proudly pass onto the staff so that 
those men can be enlightened also.

With many thanks and may our Father bless you greatly for your kindness.     Chaplain in Virginia

Thank you for the Christian literature you donated. The material is a very much welcomed addition to our 
mission statement of faith. Your ongoing support is an answer to prayer.     Chaplain in Florida

Please send checks or money orders to: Prison Book Project  •  P.O. Box 1146  •  Sharpes, FL 32959
(501-c-3 tax-exempt organization)
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